
Parents ask about Title I 
 

What is Title I? 
 
Title I is the largest federal aid program for elementary, middle and high schools.  Through Title 
I, the Federal government gives money to school districts around the country based on the 
number of low-income families in each district.  Each district uses its Title I money for extra 
educational services for children who are behind in school. 
 
You may know Title I is based on three important ideas:  
 
1. All students should work toward the same high standards. 
Title I’s job is to provide help to students who need it to make sure they reach the same 
standards as everyone else in their school or district.  Standards describe what students should 
know and be able to do at each grade level.  Schools cannot have different standards for Title I 
students compared to other students. 
 
2. Local districts, schools and parents know best what their students need to succeed.  Title I 
allows them to decide how to use Title I money to help students who are behind. 
 
3. Parents are partners in helping all students achieve.  Parents have the right to be involved in 
the design and operation of their school’s Title I program.  At the same time, parents have a 
responsibility to help their children succeed in school. 
 

How can Title I money be used? 
 
Districts, schools and parents have a lot of choices in how they set up their Title I program, as 
long as it helps low-achieving students meet the same standards that have been set for other 
students.  For example, Title I money can be used to: 
 

 Provide after school, weekend or summer school programs; 
 

 Train teachers and other staff; 
 

 Buy equipment and learning materials 
 

 Support parent involvement activities; 
 

 Hire special teachers, tutors or aides (usually in reading, language arts or math) 
 

For more on standards: https://www.engageny.org/parent-guides-to-the-
common-core-standards 
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Which students can get Title I help? 
 
Title I programs are for the children who need help the most – those who are furthest behind in 
school.  Each school community decides which students are most in need of Title I services. 
 
Schools where more than half of all students are low-income can operate a school-wide Title I 
project.*  This means all students in that school can receive Title I services. 
 

How can Title I help me as a parent? 
 
Title I money can be used for many types of parent involvement activities.  It can be spent on: 
 

 Family literacy activities; 
 

 Parent meetings and training activities; 
 

 Transportation and child care so that parents can come to school activities or volunteer 
in the classroom; 

 

 Materials that parents can use to work with their children at home; 
 

 Parent resource centers. 
 

How can I find out what my Title I program offers parents? 
 
All Title I programs must have in place a plan for how it will involve parents.  This plan, called a 
parent involvement policy, explains how the school and district support the important role of 
parents in education.  The parent involvement policy must include a compact, which is a written 
statement of what schools and parents are each supposed to do to help students achieve. 
 

For more information on parent involvement policy: 
http://sayvilleschools.org/policies.cfm?pid=57&searchwords=parent%20involve
ment 
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If my child is in Title I, how can I help? 
 
Parents can help their children be more successful by teaching them in ways that add to what 
the teacher is doing . . . by learning more about their school . . . by supporting their children and 
the school . .  and by making decisions about their children’s education. 
 
Here are some ways you can do all that: 
 

 Find out what your child is supposed to learn to meet the standards for his or her grade 
level; 

 

 Find out what your child is being taught; 
 

 Find out how Title I program is helping your child meet the standards: 
 

 Keep in close touch with your child’s teacher; 
 

 Make sure your child does his or her homework 
 

 Attend parent-teacher conferences; 
 

 Talk with your child about school; 
 

 Become a school volunteer; 
 

 Join your local parent-teacher organization. 
 

How can I help my school’s Title I program? 
 

There are many ways you can become involved: 
 

 You can help plan or review your school’s Title I program. 
 

 You can help develop your school’s plans for how parents and schools can work 
together (its parents involvement policy and its compact)> 

 

 You can work on the committee that reviews your state’s Title I policies  
 

 
 
 
 



How will I know if the Title I program at my child’s school is working? 
 
Schools need to show that their Title I programs are working.  This means that their Title I 
students are learning the same things and gaining the same skills as all the other students.  
It also means that Title I students are making good progress each year to reach the 
standards set by the school for all students.  Parents can get this information from the 
school profile which is like a report card on the school.  If Title I programs are not working, 
states and districts are required by law to improve them. 
 

What else do I need to know? 
 
Because every school designs its own Title I program, every program will be different.  Here 
are some questions you might want to ask to find out how Title I works in your school: 
 
Ask about putting a Title I program together 
 
What Title I money is available to our state for improving schools? 
Does the school have a Title I program in place?  If not, when will the program be available? 
Who’s in charge of developing the program for our school? 
What is the process for creating the program? 
How are parents involved in that process? 
What part can I play in creating the program? 
How can I help the program once it is started? 
 
Ask about Title I and your school 
 
What Title I programs does the school have? 
Are students pulled out of class for Title I instruction, or are they taught in the regular 
classroom? 
Who provides Title I services, the regular classroom teacher or another teacher?  
How are children chosen for Title I? 
How is the progress measured for children in title I?  Will progress be measured the same as 
for all other children in the school, as Title I requires? 
How is the school involving Title I parents? 
How can I get a copy of the school performance profile to see how Title I children, and all 
children, are doing in the school? 
 
 
 

For more information on district/school profiles: 
https://data.nysed.gov/profile.php?instid=800000037171 
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Ask about Title I and your child 
 
Why was my child chosen for Title I? 
How will the school’s Title I program help my child? 
Are you expecting my child to know what all children in school are expected to know, as 
Title I requires? 
How will I be told how my child is doing? 
Will I meet with my child’s regular classroom teacher to find out how my child is doing in 
the Title I program? 
Are there other special programs I should learn about for my child? 
What if my child needs help after Title I services have ended?  
 

Who can answer these questions? 
 
Your child’s teacher can answer many of them.  Or you can ask: 
 

 The school principal 
 

 The Title I director in the school 
 

 The superintendent of schools 
 

 Members of the School Board 
 

 The parent coordinator 
 

 Staff members at the parent resource center 
 

 Other parents 
 
       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



National sources of help about Title I: 
 
ESSA: https://www.ed.gov/essa 
 
SEDL Parent Toolkit: https://www.sedl.org/connections/toolkit/ 
 
National PTA: 
https://www.pta.org/parents/content.cfm?ItemNumber=2583&navItemNumb
er=3363 
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